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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the c v rsh t with th correspond nee address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A.SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)K1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 June 2000 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) !El Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) KI The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)\Z\ approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

1) |3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 5 . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action in response to application filed, with the above serial 
number, on 09 June 2000 in which claims 1-20 are presented for examination. Claims 
1-20 are therefore pending in the application. 



Drawings 

1. New corrected drawings are required in this application because drawings 3a - 
3e are illegible. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent patent 
draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no longer 
prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the address database, 
memory, processor must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 



Specification 
Content of Specification 
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3. The specification is objected to as not providing a brief description of each 
drawing: 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawinq(s) : See MPEP § 
608.01 (f). A reference to and brief description of the drawing(s) as set 
forth in 37CFR1.74. 

4. The use of the trademark Netscape Navigator and Internet Explorer and 
Microsoft and Nexgen Solutions has been noted in this application. It should be 
capitalized wherever it appears and be accompanied by the generic terminology. 

Although the use of trademarks is permissible in patent applications, the 
proprietary nature of the marks should be respected and every effort made to prevent 
their use in any manner which might adversely affect their validity as trademarks. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: In (iv), is 
suggested to be replaced with Appropriate correction is required. 

6. Claim 17 objected to because of the following informalities: In line 2, "an 
network" is suggested to be replaced with --a network-. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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8. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The numbering system for the steps indicates there being 
steps (i-vi). 

9. Claim 13 recites the limitation "said broker" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

10. Claim 7 recites the limitation "said communication network" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

12. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jiang 
(hereinafter "Jiang", 6,167,432). 

1 3. As per Claim 1 , Jiang discloses a system for providing a plurality of users with 
network-based groupware application functionality, wherein Jiang discloses: 
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(i) a network-connected server capable of receiving an initiate instruction from a 
primary user, said server for maintaining a hierarchy between said primary user (e.g. 
chairperson) and at least one secondary user (at least Fig. 3, 5; col. 5, lines 3-12); 

(ii) a site builder for creating a dedicated site on said server in response to said 
initiate instruction (setting up conference web site) (at least col. 2, lines 19-28); 

(iii) a transmitter for sending information about the existence of said dedicated 
site to said at least one secondary user nominated by said primary user (transmit IP 
address) (at least col. 2, lines 28-38); 

(iv) a communicator for transmitting information between said dedicated site, said 
primary user and said at least one secondary user (interconnected network) (at least 
col. 2, lines 19-33); 

(v) memory for storing information at said dedicated site, said information from 
said primary and said at least one secondary user (at least col. 5, lines 3-16; col. 6, 
lines 51-52); 

(vi) a processor for processing said information stored at said dedicated site said 
processed information being transmitted by said communicator to said primary user and 
said at least one secondary user (e.g. MIME type stream) (at least col. 5, lines 12-22). 

14. As per Claim 2. 

wherein said processed information is stored by said primary user and said at 
least one secondary user (stored in browser to launch an app) (at least col. 5, lines 1 9- 
26). 

15. As per Claim 3. 
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wherein information is transmitted between said primary user and said dedicated 
site, and between said at least one secondary user and said dedicated site (at least col. 
5, lines 3-26). 

16. As per Claims 4 and 18. 

wherein said primary and said at least one secondary users communicate via a 
web-browser (at least col. 4, lines 6-18). 

17. As per Claim 5. 

wherein said server contains an address database of communication addresses 
for said at least one secondary user connected to said network (IP addresses) (at least 
col. 3, lines 48-64). 

18. As per Claim 6. 

wherein said network includes an internet connection (at least col. 4, lines 6-12). 

19. As per Claim 7. 

wherein said primary and said at least one secondary users accessing said 
communication network are assigned a unique personal workspace for providing said 
primary and said at least one secondary users with access to features of said network 
designated for said primary and said at least one secondary users (e.g. private / public, 
lounge, etc) (at least col. 4 line 59 - col. 5 line 2). 

20. As per Claim 8. 

wherein a user is assigned a password enabling access to predefined sites within 
said server (at least col. 4, lines 59-65). 

21. As per Claim 9. 
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wherein the processor includes providing the primary user with a workgroup 
activity application (e.g. helper app) (at least col. 4, lines 24-30). 

22. As per Claim 10. 

wherein said workgroup activity application is selected from the group comprising 
bulletin board, chat room, calendar, contact database, change control, event planner, 
group discussion, issue management, project collaboration, presentation library, 
decision survey in a box, NGS proposal development and document management (at 
least col. 4, lines 6-30). 

23. As per Claim 16. 

wherein said transmitter is selected frorri the group comprising e-mail, a pop-up 
window (auto launching app), a telephone, and a facsimile (at least col. 3, lines 48-64). 

24. As per Claim 17, Jiang discloses a method for providing a communication 
network, wherein Jiang discloses: 

(i) providing an network-connected server having upload and download 
capabilities (at least Fig. 8); 

(ii) receiving instructions uploaded from a. first user and for creating a dedicated 
network site on said server, said dedicated network site having a unique name based 
on instructions received (setting up conference web site / virtual conf. hall) (at least col. 
2, lines 19-28; col. 4, lines 6-19); 

(iii) communicating the existence of said dedicated intranet site to a nominated 
second user (transmit IP address) (at least col. 2, lines 28-38); 



• Application/Control Number: 09/590,099 p age i 

Art Unit: 2157 

(iv) downloading contents of said dedicated network site to said first and second 
users (e.g. helper app) (at least col. 5, lines 46-53); 

(vi) storing information in the dedicated web-site (at least col. 5, lines 3-16; col. 6, 
lines 51-52). 

25. As per Claim 19 and 20, Jiang discloses a computer configured to operate a 
groupware application program, wherein Jiang discloses: 

(i) a network for connecting to at least a primary and a secondary user 
(interconnected network) (at least col. 2, lines 19-33); 

(ii) a site builder for receiving instructions input from said primary user and for 
creating a dedicated site within the computer based on said instructions (setting up 
conference web site) (at least col. 2, lines 19-28); 

(iii) a mailer for looking up an address of said secondary user from an address 
database (IP addresses) (at least col. 3, lines 48-64); 

(iv) a communicator for communicating the existence of said dedicated site to 
said secondary user (transmit IP address) (at least col. 2, lines 28-38); 

(v) memory for storing information at said dedicated site at the request of the 
primary and the secondary user (at least col. 5, lines 3-16; col. 6, lines 51-52); and 

(vi) a processor for processing said stored information- at the request of the 
primary and the secondary user (e.g. MIME type stream) (at least col. 5, lines 12-22). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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26. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

27. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jiang. 

28. As per Claim 11. 

said at least one secondary user is a client (at least col. 1 , lines 44-50). 

Jiang does not explicitly disclose said primary user is an advisor. OFFICIAL 
NOTICE is taken that Jiang's conference chair could act as an advisor. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate the use of having an advisor advise clients with Jiang's system as 
this is simply a form of use for the invention and any person can behave as an advisor 
in a question/answer situation. 

29. Claims 12-13, 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Jiang in view of Sammon et al (hereinafter "Sammon", 6,563,914). 

30. As per Claim 12. 

Jiang does not explicitly disclose said bulletin board and document management 
includes recommended advice and research documents from said advisor. However, 
the use and advantages for using such a service is well known to one skilled in the art 

i 

at the time the invention was made as evidenced by the teachings of Sammon (at least 
col. 7, lines 9-22). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the use of a bulletin board into the 

/ 
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lounge of Jiang as this would allow previous discussions, for example, to be posted and 
reviewed for members currently waiting for other members to join as Jiang discloses 
(see col. 4 line 59 - col. 5 line 2). 

31. As per Claim 13. 

wherein said chat room includes an on-line chat between said broker (chair) and 
said client (at least col. 1 , lines 44-50). 

32. As per Claim 15. 

wherein said group discussion includes a discussion between said advisor (chair) 
and said client (at least col. 1 , lines 44-50). 

33. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jiang in 
view of Sammon and further in view of Pinard et al (hereinafter "Pinard", 5,940,834). 

Jiang and Sammon do not explicitly disclose said calendar and event planner 
include a list of tasks to be done and a list of upcoming events. However, the use and 
advantages for using such a event planning is well known to one skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made as evidenced by the teachings of Pinard (at least col. 8 
line 66 - col. 9 line 1 9). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the use of a calendar to list 
upcoming dates and events and an event planner to include things to be done as Pinard 
discloses into Jiang and Sammon's system as this would allow the conferences to be 
planned ahead of time for specific conferences to be done, for example, every week on 
projects to be done. 
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Conclusion 

34. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ahuja et al (storing conferences), Harple et al (conference invitations), Gennaro 
et al (providing webpage to viewers), Smith et al (notifying recipient of document), 
Henderson et al (alerting recipient of document), D'Arlach et al (creating web-sites), 
Tarumi (groupware developing), and Yoshizawa (basic groupware systematics) are 
cited for disclosing pertinent information related to the claimed invention. Applicants are 
requested to consider the prior art reference for relevant teachings when responding to 
this office action. 

35. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory G Todd whose telephone number is (703)305- 
5343. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)746-7239 
for regular communications and (703)746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305- 
3900. 



/ 
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